
HB 6186: An Act Concerning Medical 
Records Pertaining to Prenatal Care 

and Mandated Reports

Proposed legislation for the 2025 Session for the benefit of Mother’s and their newborns



Proposed Bill is an Addendum to existing law

§ 17a-101d. Contents of reports

All reports required pursuant to sections 17a-101a to 17a-101c, inclusive, and section 17a-103, shall contain, if known: (1) 

The names and addresses of the child and his or her parents or other person responsible for his or her care; (2) the age of 

the child; (3) the gender of the child; (4) the nature and extent of the child's injury or injuries, maltreatment or neglect; (5) 

the approximate date and time the injury or injuries, maltreatment or neglect occurred; (6) information concerning any 

previous injury or injuries to, or maltreatment or neglect of, the child or his or her siblings; (7) the circumstances in which 

the injury or injuries, maltreatment or neglect came to be known to the reporter; (8) the name of the person or persons 

suspected to be responsible for causing such injury or injuries, maltreatment or neglect; (9) the reasons such person or 

persons are suspected of causing such injury or injuries, maltreatment or neglect; (10) any information concerning any 

prior cases in which such person or persons have been suspected of causing an injury, maltreatment or neglect of a child; 

and (11) whatever action, if any, was taken to treat, provide shelter or otherwise assist the child. For purposes of this 

section, “child” includes any victim described in subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of section 17a-101a. Any report made 

concerning a newborn as may be required pursuant to sections 17a-101a to 17a-101c, inclusive, and section 17a-103

shall not disclose prenatal medical records. 
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What does this proposed Bill do?

• Encourages women to seek and actively engage in prenatal care

• Helps offset some of the racial biases in hospital reporting to DCF

• Helps decrease amount of frivolous DCF reports investigated

• Provide much needed clarification of the legal requirements for 
mandated reporters

• Ensure confidentiality in prenatal medical records and provide 
pregnant women the dignity that the rest of adult society enjoys 

• Help shift harmful cultural norms re: motherhood



Is substance use during pregnancy abuse 
and neglect under the law?

(Its complicated……)



Louisiana Statute 603 (24)

"Prenatal neglect" means exposure to chronic or severe use of 
alcohol or the unlawful use of any controlled dangerous 
substance, as defined by R.S. 40:961 et seq., or in a manner 
not lawfully prescribed, which results in symptoms of withdrawal 
in the newborn or the presence of a controlled substance or a 
metabolic thereof in his body, blood, urine, or meconium that is 
not the result of medical treatment, or observable and harmful 
effects in his physical appearance or functioning.



Arkansas Statute 12-18-103 (b) 

"Neglect" shall also include:
(a) Causing a child to be born with an illegal substance present in the 
child's bodily fluids or bodily substances as a result of the pregnant 
mother's knowingly using an illegal substance before the birth of the 
child; or

(b) At the time of the birth of a child, the presence of an illegal substance 
in the mother's bodily fluids or bodily substances as a result of the 
pregnant mother's knowingly using an illegal substance before the birth 
of the child.



Connecticut Statute 46b-120

A child may be found “neglected” who, for reasons other than being 
impoverished, (A) has been abandoned, (B) is denied proper care and 
attention, physically, educationally, emotionally or morally, of (C) is 
permitted to live under conditions, circumstances or associations injurious 
to the well-being of the child.  



Connecticut Statute 21a-422a

The presence of cannabinoid metabolites in the bodily fluids of a person:

…..(2) With respect to a parent or legal guardian of a child or newborn 
infant, or a pregnant woman, shall not form the sole or primary basis for any 
action or proceeding by the Department of Children and Families, or any 
successor agencies provided, nothing in this subdivision shall preclude any 
action or proceeding by such department based on harm or risk of harm to a 
child or the use of information on the presence of cannabinoid metabolites in 
the bodily fluids of any person in any action or proceeding.



DCF Investigation: The Careline has accepted a report of abuse or 

neglect against an adult caretaker of a child or children. A DCF 

caseworker will be assigned to the adult caretaker and at the end 

of a 45-day investigation that caseworker may 1. find the adult 

caretaker guilty of abuse or neglect, 2. find the adult caretaker not 

guilty of abuse or neglect and/ or 3. refer the matter to DCF’s 

“ongoing services.”

VS. 

DCF Substantiation: After a 45 day investigation (or as part of 

ongoing services) DCF has determined an adult caretaker was 

guilty of abuse or neglect. Can lead to placement on DCF’s Central 

Registry-a database of perpetrators of abuse and neglect. While a 

court order is needed for the ongoing removal of a child or children, 

no court order is needed for DCF to enter a substantiation of abuse 

or neglect.







STRUCTURED DECISION MAKING (SDM Careline Assessment)



Quick Glance Data from June 24, 2022 DCF FOI Response

• 91% of all CPS/ Careline Reports from Hospitals were accepted for 
Investigation in 2021

         
    
• Black and Hispanic women made up 53% of those investigated



What is the process like for a Hospital employee who is 

reporting the mother/ parents of a newborn to DCF for 

likely investigation?















How might a law that ensures prenatal records remain 

confidential help shape our culture re: cultural norms for 

pregnant women?



• 91% of all CPS/ Careline Reports from Hospitals were accepted for 
Investigation in 2021

         
    
• Black and Hispanic women made up 53% of those investigated



HB 6186: An Act Concerning Medical Records Pertaining to  
                 Prenatal Care and Mandated Reports

• Consistent with State law regarding mandared reporting 
requirements on abuse and neglect

          
• Does Not conflict with CAPTA obligations

• Does Not conflict with protections on good faith mandated 
reporting

• Provides much needed legal clarity to mandated reporters
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